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rr rER THAT 1 

W had diligently rad 
and conſidered, the 
ite and hiſtozy of 
i aqucene zenobta, a 

— ladye of mooſte fa⸗ 
— renoume fo: her excellente 
vertues and moſte noble courage: 
J was ryghte deſpzouſe, that it 
chulde be tadde in our owne lan⸗ 
guage, wherby women (ſpecially) 
moughte be pꝛouoked to imbzace 
vertue moze gladly, and to be cir⸗ 
cumſpecte in the bzyngynge vp of 


—— — — 


they; childzen, But with thatima- 
Jil ging 


- 


I he preface. | 
- gination there came alſo to my re⸗ 
membzaunce , the vngentyll cu- 
ſtome of many men, whtche do ſet 
they: delyte in rebukpnge of wo⸗ 
men, althoughe they neuer recey⸗ 
ued diſpleaſure, but often tymes 
benefpte by theym: ye whan they? 
wanton appetite ſtereth them, they 
offer to ſerue them, and doo extoll 
them with pꝛayſes ferre aboue rea 
ſon. vohich thyng J of mp nature 
abhozrynge, determpned (foz the 
eeucrcce that all honeſt men ought 
to beate to the vertuouſe and gen- 
oy. * tyl ſozt of good women) to pzepare 
fo: the a ſufficient defence agaynſt 
pl mouthed repozters. Than foꝛth 
wich entred in to my fantaſy the de 
uiſe of this lyttell treatyſe, wherin 
Jdyd imagine, that the tyme were 
nowe whan zenobia lyued, whiche 
was about „ — a 
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nation of Chzyſt.CC lrriiii.whan 


alſo the noble Jureliane was Em⸗ 
perour of Rome. And to induce 
that noble pꝛynceſſe to declare her 
owne lyfe, I deuiſed a contention 
betwene two gentylmen, the one 
named Caninins, the other Can⸗ 
didus. Caninius lyke a curre, at 
womennes condicions is alwaye 


barkynge, but Candidus, whiche 


mape be enterpꝛeted benygne oz 


1 


gentyll, iudgeth euer wel, and re⸗ 


pꝛoueth but ſeldome: betwene the 


| twotheeſtimationof womankind 


commeth in queſtion. Ind after 
longe dyſputation, wherin Candi⸗ 
dus (as reaſon is) hathe the pzee- 


minence, at the laſte foz a perfyte 


concluſio, Mueeye Zenobta by the 
example of her lyfe, conłitmeth his 
argumẽtes, and alſo vainquiſheth 
the obſtpnate mynde of frowarde 

A. iii. Cant 


| The preface. 
Canmius : and ſo endeth the mat⸗ 
ter, whiche J doo dedycate vnto 
pour hyghnes mooſte noble pꝛyn⸗ 
teſſe, humbly deſp2yng your high⸗ 
 neſſeinſuche wyſe to accepte my 
good wyll and ſeruice and this lit⸗ 
tell warke as pour owne, that vn⸗ 
der your gracis pꝛotection and fa- 
uour it may ſaufely paſſe though 
the daungerouſe raſe of dyldayne 
and enup, and be receyued thank⸗ 
fullp and toyoulelp of al good wo⸗ 
mcinthis pour noble realme, who 
by the onely example of your excel⸗ 
lent mateſtie, maye be alwap deſy⸗ 
roule to imbꝛace vertue and gen- 
tylneſſe, wherein conliſteth verye 
nobilitie. 


n readynge 
Canſeiß good vnderſtandynge. 
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F onge as they br 
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Sapience. re all do knowe 


didus, kynſman to Aureliane the 


emperour that nowe is, an hone 
yonge gentylman, well lerned and 
courtayſe, ſoo that his nobleneſle 
doth appere in his maners, Ycfter- 


day dyd J ſee hym deuplyng with 


ladies, wherby J coniected that he 
was a louer, and therfoze J lamen 
ted. Ind as he hapned to come by 


me, J rouned hym in the eare and 


B ſayde 


= V CHE IS. THE 
@da2! condicion of Ue-- 


ſtill nſenſible in the 2 | 


G 


men. Ind there wyll J vanquiſte 
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ſayde to hym loftely: Beware no⸗ 
ble ponge man, J percepue ye be 
ued, plucke out pour legges er 
boltes be rpueted , Therat he 
ſmpled, and layinge his hande vp- 
on myne, he ſayde to me pziuely: 

A wot what pe meane, I pꝛay you 
be to mozowe with meat Tibur⸗ 
tum, whiche is but a lyttell out of 
the citic, where J haue a fapꝛe and 
commodiouſe lodginge, there ſhal 
we ſoupe with ſome other gentyl⸗ 


pour wylfull opynion concepued 
agaynſt women: oz elles J beinge 
vanquiſhed with ſufficient reaſon, 
wyl krom henſefoꝛth leaue al mine 
affection.Ind ſo departed he from 


me. This is Tiburtum, fo2 pon⸗ 


der is the palayce of Þadaian. well 


Candidus wyll not be longe, his 
noble nature wyl not let hun bzeke 
| 5 pꝛo⸗ 
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pꝛompſe. fo: lacke of faythe dela⸗ 
ccth al vertues. c AN DID vs. re 
ſpake neuer a moze true ſentence, 
no: amoze honeſt. fo vndoubted⸗ 
ly Fapth, which ſome do call truſt, 
is ok tuſtice ſo gret a poztion, that 
without it neyther god maye be 
pleaſed, noz any weale Publyke 
map be ſurely ſtabliſhed. And they 
which do lacke it them ſelfes, with 
A lyttell touche bꝛoken be not a lit⸗ 
tle offended, C ANINIVS. It is 
truely ſpoken, and nowe to talke 
of the matter, fo; the which pe wil⸗ 
led me to mete with you here is 
nowe happened a ryghte good oc⸗ 
caſyon. AN Dl. Yemeane the 
matter concernnge women, which 
we two now haue taken vpon vs. 
CANINI, Euen the ſame maſter 
Candidus, c any l. — to on 
goddes name: what haue pe to 

| Bal, charge 
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charge with all women e cant 
Nap kyzſt I pꝛape pou tell me one 
thynge that wyl aſke ol you. e 
not pe ok that ſect of Philoſophers 
called Pirhonici? C AND I. What 
meane pe therby! I know not that 
ſecte: yet haue J lene a good part 
ol philoſophye. c AN l. It is the 
ſect which alfirmeth, that nothing 
is in dede as it ſeemeth to be, ſay⸗ 
inge, that ſnowe is blacke and not 
whyte, the erthe is not ſtable but e⸗ 
uer mouinge, c many an other fro⸗ 
warde affection, contrary to truth 
and al common reaſon. AN Dl. 
No no Caninius, I neuer fauou⸗ 
red ſuche vayne opinion. ANI. 
pet many one dothe, chaungynge 
-onely the termes.fo2 ſens ſnowe is 
ſo oftt times lenc, they feare to ſay 
that it is blacke, leſte they ſhulde 
therfoze be laughed — 
ertue 
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vertue, who is not lo commonipe 
ſcene, and of ſoo many men loked 
on, is nowe of dyuerſe men ſo per⸗ 
uerſely eſtemed, that it is ot᷑ ſome 
called foly, of many men fantaſy, 
and of ſome curioſitie. Alſo the fa⸗ 
uourers therok are lyttell ſette by. 
as perſones vnp;ofytable and no⸗ 
thynge wo2ldely, But to our pur⸗ 
poſe, I aſked of you, if ye wereof 
the ſecte called Pirbonici, fo2 if ye 
ſo were, J-wolde thynke it vayne 
to reaſon thenne with you. But ye 
ſaye, ve be not of that ſecte, than is 
it as J ſayde at my fyꝛſt comming 
hyther. AN Di. What is that J 
pꝛape vou: CA Ni. ye that be lo⸗ 
uers be dull and inſenſyble in fee⸗ 
lynge of Sapience. fo: althoughe 
ye be infourmed by dayely expery⸗ 
ence, that in woman kynde kaythe 
neuer reſted, yet be you ſtyll as 
0 B. iii. blynde 
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blind as your litel god Cupide.foz 
the chyldiſhe aſfections whiche ye 
bcare to your ladyes, cauſeth you 
to thynke the thynges which ye le, 
to be nothyng but vanities. c AN. 
Nowe in good faith that is merily 
ſpoke, c A. Wel pet, ſome haue re⸗ 
pented them bitterly, kyndyng the 
lynke ſodainly bꝛoken, and in the 
ſtede of fayth falſhode x trechery. 
CAN, Nap ye uow do but rayle Þ 
pꝛompſe you truely. In dede both 
by reading hereſay J haue foũd 
women moch blamed foz thepz in⸗ 
conſtancy:but fo: mine own know 
lege J ncuer percepued any ſuche 
lacke to be in them, but rather the 
contrary. c A. Sp by the conſent 
ot al auctours my woꝛdes be con⸗ 
firmed, and your experiẽce in com⸗ 
pariſon therot᷑ is to be lyttell eſte⸗ 
med. AN Dl. IJ perteiue * 
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the company, which dyſſapoynted 
ſomtime of your purpoſe, are fal⸗ 
len in a freneſp, and foz the diſple- 
ſure of one, do ſpꝛyng on al wome * 
the poyſon ok inkamye. But nowe 
Caninius, ſenſe pe be wile and wel 
lerned, ſubdue your paſſion.foꝛ vn 

acient hering, with wozdes haſte 
y # bnaduiſed!y ſpoken, is a — — 
of foly and litel diſcretiõ. whertoꝛe 
now here me ſpeke thoughe it ſhal 
not ſauour to pour opinion. The 
authozs whom pe fo moche do let 
by, fo: the moze part were poetes, 
which ſoꝛt of perſos among the las 
tines #grekes were neuer had but 


in ſmal reputatis, Foz I could ne⸗ 


ner rede that in any weale publike 
of notable memozy, Poetes were 
called to any honozable place, of- 
fice,o2 dignite.plato outofthe pub 
ne weale whiche he had deuyſed, 

B. uiii. wolde 
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wolde haue all poetes vtterly ex⸗ 
cluded. Tulli, who next vnto Pla⸗ 
to excelled all other in vertue and 
eloquence, wolde not haue in his 
publyke weale any poetes admit⸗ 
ted. The cauſe why they were loo 
Iyttell eſtemed was, koz as moche 
as the moze parte of theyꝛ inuenci⸗ 
ons conſyſted in leaſynges, oz in 
ſterynge vp of wanton appetytes, 
oz in pourynge oute, in raplynge, 
they; poyſon ot malyce. Foz with 
they: owne goddes and goddeſles 
were they ſo malaparte, that with 
theyz aduoutrics they fylled great 
volumes. Jupiter, whom they cal 
kynge of goddes and of men, they 
bꝛynge hym out of heauen to his 
harlottes transfourined ſomtyme 
in to a bull, an other tyme lyke a 
ramme, a ſtynkynge gote 02a ſer⸗ 
pente. His queene Juno = & 
J cowe, 
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cowe, Mercurius lyke a wulfe, Ne 
theylecfte heauen vnpolluted, fai- 
nynge that the god Mars made 
Uulcane cokeolde, commpttynge 
aduoutrye with Uenus, wpke to 
Uulcanus. But Uulcane was a 
wyly pye and ſayde nothynge, but 
beinge a ſmythe, he made ſuch ſut⸗ 
tell manakles, that ex the two lo⸗ 
uers were ware, he tyed theym lo 
faſte to gether, that they moughte 
not be ſeuered: and than called he 
the hole route of goddes and god- 
deſſes, and made them to ſe Mars 
and Uenus where they lay naked, 
wherat they al lewghe, but Mars 
was angry and Uenus almoſte a⸗ 
ſhamed. Other poetes there be, 
whiche in theyz moſte lamentable 
and wokull ditties ſo doo humble 
them lelfes to they: maiſtreſſes, as 
wy wolde lycke the duſte frome 


B. v. they; 
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they: lyppers, and as ſone as ep⸗ 
ther by age, oꝛ with hauntynge of 
bꝛothelles, the flame of carnalitie 
is thꝛoughly quenched, oz elles if 
women do conſtantly refuſe they: 
vnhoneſt deſpꝛes, anone arme they 
thepz pennes and tunges with ſer⸗ 
pentyne malyce, obiecting againſt 
al women moſt beaſtly conditions. 
Herby they moze detect their pꝛo 
pꝛe inconſtancy than womens vn⸗ 
faythefulneſſe, c AN i. Nowe in 
good faythe pe haue well circum⸗ 
ſcribed your mayſters pꝛoperties. 
c AN DI. Whom call ye my may- 
ſters e CAN. Mary poetes, foz 
in they; warkes is the onely ſtudy 
of you that be louers. fo; that 
boke, which lacketh complayntes 
with and ſighinges, is 
to pou men that be amoꝛouſe won⸗ 
derfull tedioule, ts: -" 7 
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lp Caninius pe are moche abuſed, 


takpnge me to be of that ſozte of 
wantons. Nay truely, Trewe lo⸗ 
uers,of which company J conkeſſe 
my ſelfe to be one, axe in no parte 
of theyz conditions, foz onely deli⸗ 


tyng in the honeſt behauour, wile⸗ 


dome and gentylneſſĩe of ladies, oz 
Other matrones oz damſelles, we 
therfoze deſpꝛe to be in theyz com⸗ 
panies, and by mutuall deuiſinge 
to vle honeſt ſolace. But ſhewe me 
Caninius, what other auctozytie 
haue ve, to pꝛoue that in womenne 
lacketh fidelitie. C AN i. Vohy ſet 
pe ſo lyttell by poetes and poetry: 
c AN DI. Ye whan they excede the 
termes of honeſtye . But if they 


make verſcs conteynpnge quicke 


ſentences.voyd of rybauldzy, oz in 
the commendation of vertue, ſome 


oz do ſet foxthe any 
alter. 030 et fothy 


* 
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notable ſtozy, than do I (ct by Je 
as they be well woꝛthy. c AN i. JE 
ye wyl gyue no credence topoetes, 
what ſaye ye to philoſophers and 
wziters of ſtozies, with whome'pe 
mape fynde ſuche abundaunce of 
examples and ſentences of the fail 
hode of women and they: vnhap- 
- pineſle, that it they ſhuld be reher⸗ 
ſed, I trowe pe wold not abyde it, 
I knowe ſoo your ſhamefaſtneſſe. 
CAN Dl. Truely none of thepm, 
which were them lelfes honeſt and 
continente , haue wzytten in dyl⸗ 
p:ayſe of the hole kinde of women. 
what hath Plato,Fenophon, Plo 
tinus, and Plutarch, o2 other phi⸗ 
loſophers lyke vnto them wꝛytten 
in that matter, wherby they haue 
made them inkeriour to men; 02 if 
they haue in womenne any thinge 
blamed, it may appere to be * in 
ome 
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ſome, and not in the moze parte, if 


it be wel and ſyncerely conſidered. 


And alſo in ſtoʒies where one wo⸗ 


man perchaunce is foz ſome fault 


diſpꝛayſed, that is counterpeyſed 
with a great numbze foz thep; ver- 


tue commended. Now J p:ap you, 


was Helene, foz whom Troy was 


deſtroyed (beinge rauiſhed by Pa- 


ri) ſo moch to be blamed, as Her⸗ 
cinta the wyfe of Romulus, and 
moze than a thouſand of her com⸗ 
pantons, are to be pꝛayſed, whiche 
in the rage of bataple ioyned be⸗ 
twene their huſbandes and paren- 
tes, ſo reconciled theym, that with 
one conlent they inhabited one ci⸗ 
tie, and lyued to gether in perpetu 


all vnitie? Dught the vnchaſtitie 


of any woman to be ſo remembzed, 
as the continence of queene Pene- 


lope oughte tobehonozed, who 190 
e 


2 
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the abſence ofUlires her huſbãde, 
the ſpace of, rx. yeres, kept her ho⸗ 
nout and fame vncozruptcd, not⸗ 
withitandinge that with many di⸗ 
uerſe wowers ſhe was dayelp al⸗ 
ſaulted, but by no maner of meane 
moughte lhe be founden, by dede 
wozd no; countenance in her chaſt 
purpoſe vnconſtant, Ind to reſiſt 
carnall affections, ſhe was alwap 
ſene, althoughe ſhe were a queene 
and a kuiges doughter, vertuoul⸗ 
ye occupyed . What cauſe founde 
Paris to foꝛſakehis firſt lady De- 
none, but only that the beaulty of 
Helene was moche moze famous? 
Ind yet his cruell vnkyndeneſſe 
mought not exclude loue from her 
gentyll harte, but ſhe remayntnge 
ſtyll continente, after that Paris 
wasſlayne by Achilles, ſhe with 
exclamations t effuſions 15 — 


* — 
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„ entred into the chariotte where his 
L carcaiſe lay, and when ſhe had bat- x 
> ned her fayze lyppes in his putri- 
'- fied woundes, and had ſaciate hit 
= | Ceife with moztall ſolace, fynallye 
ſhe there died oppꝛelled with heut- 
neſſe. But bicauſe theſe be of ſome 
men taken fo; fables, J wyl buef= 
Ip declare the faythfulneſle of dy- 
Aerſe womenne reherſed in ſtozies, 
In the hoſt ok the noble kynge Ci⸗ 
| Tus, was a great pʒince (as reno⸗ 
phon wꝛyteth) whole name was 
Abzatades, whoo had to his wyfe 
a fapze lady named Panthea ok ex⸗ 
cellent beaulty, this pꝛynce beinge 
ſlayne in batayle, ſhe attaynynge 
his body, and with her owne han⸗ 
des waſhynge the woundes, and 
imbauliminge it after the facion of 
her obne countrep, ſhe in the pꝛe⸗ 
| nnn 
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che had pꝛiuely hydde, ſemynge in 
woꝛdes and countenance deſirous 
to be with her huſband, whom ſhe 
mooſte tenderly loued, ſhe perced 
her owne harte, and with him was 
buried: not withſtandynge that of 
kynge Cirus, whom her hul band 
had moche pꝛayſed a lyttel befoze, 
ſhe was in mariage deſyꝛed. Poꝛ⸗ 
cia, doughter to the wile Cato, and 
wyke vnto Bꝛutus, whan ſhe had 
harde of the deathe ok her huſband 
kynding occaſion to be alone from 
her ſeruantes, ſhe takyng the hote 
burnynge coles out ofa chymnay, 
deuoured them haſtely, and koꝛth⸗ 
with died. Alſo whan Seneca by 
the ſentence ol the cruell Nero the 
emperour, was condemned to die, 
his wife called Paulina, deſyꝛous 
to be continuall companion with 


her olde husbande, cauſed alſo her 
| veynes 
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died, had not Nero commaunded 
her vaynes to be bounde, and the 
bloude to be ſtopped, ſhe notwith⸗ 
ſtandynge afterwarde lyued in ſoz 
rowe contynuall moze paynefult 
than deathe and durynge her lyfe, 
her dedly pale colour declared to 
all men, whiche befoze knewe her, 


the bytter ſozowes, whiche foz her 


huſbande ſhe alway ſuſteyned. In 
the tyme of the cruell conkederacy 
of Lepidus, Octautane, and An⸗ 
tony, a gentylman called Ligarp⸗ 
us, was by his wife and a mayden 
ſcruant.kept at Rome in his houſe 

2uely : but what foꝛ feare of pu⸗ 
niſhemente, and hope of rewarde, 
heat the laſt was diſcouered, who 
beinge ledde to be beheded, his lo⸗ 
uynge wyfe continually folowed, 


allo 


veines to be perced,#ſo wold haus 
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alſo to death with her huſband, als 
legyng that alſo to die ſhe had wel 
deſerued, fo2 as moche as ſhe had 
kepte her huſ bande at home, after 
that ſhe knew that he was attain- 
ted: but ſeinge that no man dydde 
take regarde to her harty requeſte, 
ſhe returned home to her houſe, & 
ſhuttynge faſt all the doozes, and 
abſteynynge from all meates and 
dꝛynkes, fynally with ſoꝛo we and 
fampnc ſhe ended her lyfe, and de⸗ 
partcd to her huſbande, whom ſhe 
ſo moche loued. But leſte we ſhuld 
be to longe from our ſupper, J wil 
ceſſe to recite any mo ſtoꝛies, wher⸗ 
of there be no lytel numbꝛe, decla- 
rynge the conftance of ladyes and 
damſelles. And if ye trolde ſaye, 
that therc hath ben and is a moche 
9reatttt numbꝛe of theym that are 
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ik that were true than mult pe cons 
ſider, that in al kyndes of thinges, 
are commonly founde moe warſe 
than better, oꝛ elles ſhoulde good 
thynges lacke theyz eſtunation, as 
it ſhall appere by this concluſion. 
fo; he that neuer hath ſcene any oz 
ther metall than golde, maruap⸗ 
leth not at it, no: in his eſtumation 
ſetteth moch by it. And where there 
be none other ſtoones founde but 
Diamandes, Saphires, Eme⸗ 
rauldes, and Rubpes, there men 
do treade on theym, and ſell them 
fo: trifles, But if one ſhulde come 
to à countreye, whiche ſemed bar= 
rapne, couered with an infynyte 
numbꝛe of ſtones ragged, of yl coz 
lour and faction, if he chaunce to 
fpnde here and there a poynted Di 
amande, well pꝛopoꝛcioned and o⸗ 
rient: I dare ſaye, he wyll laye vp 
C. ii. thole 


box N 
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thoſe fewe Diamandes as a great 
treaſure, and not remembꝛyng the 
tagged ſtones, in the beholdynge 
ok theym take noo lyttell pleaſure. 
Semblably althoughe a greatte 
numbze of women pcrchance were 


vicioule, yet oughte not a man re⸗ 


pꝛoche therfoze the hole kynde of 
women, ſenſe of them vndoubted⸗ 


| ly many be vertuoule, CANINT 


Te haue wel aſſembled thinges foz 
pour purpoſe. But what ſaye pou 
to Ariſtotel, whom ye haue ſkypte 
ouer, in the namynge of philoſo- 

phers: he ſapth, that a woman is 
a woꝛke of nature vnperfecte. Ind 
moze ouer, that her pꝛopertie is to 
delyte in rebukyng, and to be al⸗ 
way complayning, and neuer con⸗ 


dal 4H tented. Nowe take heede mayſter 


F ic.01- 
| PoVs 
| 


Candidus, Perfection is euer con 
ante and neuer chaungeth, but a 
woman 
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woman is a creatue buperfite, ſhe 
therfoze may neuer be ſtable oz con 


—_ 


ſtante . ye knowe this fourme ok 


argument, fo2 J eſpy by your tal⸗ 
kyng pe ar lerned in logike.Moze 
ouer, rebukynge is a miſlykynge, 
and no man myſlyketh the thynge 
that he loueth, but all that he lo⸗ 
ueth he fauoureth and lyketh, but 
women of they: nature do delite in 
rebukynge, and the thynge wher⸗ 


in any perſon deliteth, hecoueteth, 
and coueitynge it he wil at the laſt 


(ik it be in his power) execute it. 
Women therfoze lackinge ſome o⸗ 
ther, on whom they maye pꝛactiſe 
theyꝛ pꝛopertie, wyll rebuke ſome 


time theyꝛ hus bandes, whom per⸗ 
chaunce thep loued: and than mil⸗ 


lyketh ſhe the thing that ſhe erſt lo 
ted, wherfoze ye muſte graunte, 
that ſhe is vncouſtante. Allo — 
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that is neuer contente, maye neuer 
be conſtant, the cauſe why is to all 
men apparant.voherfoze there ne⸗ 
deth not any moe argument, wo⸗ 
men koꝛ theſe reaſons that Þ haue 
reherſed, be of theyz nature al way 
vnconſtant. is it not thus: Nowe 
* knacke me that nut mayſter Can⸗ 
didus. J trowe it be to harde fo 
pour teth, although pe were as wel 
tothed as Curins Dctatus, which 
as men (lap, helde faſte a ſhyp with 
his tethe vntyl it was take, C AN. 
In good faythe Caninius pe are a 
mery companyon. But althoughe 
my tethe be not ſo ſtrong, yet ſhal 
I ſoo vſe my tunge in the ſtede of 
ny tethe, that J wyll therwith o⸗ 


pen your cobnut, that to all thepm 
that wyl be contented with reaſon, 
it ſhall appere well, that it is pyp⸗ 
ped, CANINI, In faythe pe — 
me 


{4 
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| mete aduocate foz women, ſenſe pe 
haue tethe in your tunge, fo; lyke⸗ 
wiſe haue they all, if they be toth⸗ 
leſſe. c AN Di. And it ſemeth that 
pe lacke teth to hold in your tunge 
that it go not to laueſſe. But nowe⸗ 
wyll J aſſay to knacke pour nutte 
maiſter Caninius. vohere pe ſapd, 
that of a purpoſe Þ ſkypt ouer As 
riſtotel, there ye ſayde truely, In 
good faith ſo did J. And here haue 
at your blockehouſe, oute of the 
whiche is ſhot agaynſte women al 
this artillery, Syꝛ whan J affyz⸗ 
med, that none ofthe philoſophers 
which were honeſt and continent, 
wꝛate any thynge in dyſp2ayſe of 
womankynde, {remembzcd euen 
than your maſter Ariſtotel, and iu⸗ 
ged hym not woꝛthye to be ok that 
—_— but _—— — leſſe 
to be regarded, than the kayninges 
Caiut, orf 
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of poetes, whom J hauereherſed, 
and fo; this intente. Foz Poetes 
wꝛate agaynſte women in wanton 
Ditties, to content men with newe 
fangled deuiſes. But the tepꝛoche 
to women, giuen by Iriſtotel, was 
in treatynge of matter wayghty Xx 
ſeriouſe, wherby it appereth, that 
the ſaide wozdes lo ſpytefully ſpo⸗ 
ken, pꝛoceded only of caukred ma⸗ 
Ivce, whervnto he was of his own 
nature dy[poſcd, whiche maye be 
of thein ſhoztly perceyued, that be⸗ 
holdeth in his warkes, none othcr 
philoſopher eſcape vnrebuked. Ne 
trewelye he was aſhamed to rence 
with rebukes the unmoztall fame 
of Plato his mayſter, of whole d1- 
uine mouthe he had twenty percs 
 Cucked the moſte ſwete hony of no- 
ble philoſophye, whiche malpce 
grewe of this occaſion, as _—_ 
en 
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ent authozs haue made therof men 
cion. Foz as moche as where he 
was moze curyoule in his appa⸗ 
rayle and deckyng, than was con⸗ 
uenient to his pzefeſſto, alſo moze 
Iyght in countenaunce, and difſo- 
lute in lpuyng, than became an in⸗ 
ſtructour of vertue and wiſedoeme, 
Plato thcrfoze pzefcrred other his 
ſcholers befozehym; which he ve⸗ 
. ty dilpleſauntlytakynge, ſoughte 
occaſion to rebuke his maiter. wha 
he was dead, which he neuer darſt 
while he was lyuynge. That Ati⸗ 
ſtotel was diſſolute and alſo incon 
ſtante, it may appere by this, whi⸗ 
che is wziten ol hum. foꝛ to Hermiñ 
whiche was his concubine he dyd 
ſacrifice, # made ſolemne hymnes 
whyle ſhe was lyupnge. Canne ye 
compare any madneſſe oz folye, to 
this mans abuſe and vncõſtancye 
; C,v, May 
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Mape there beſo great an abuſe, 
as to gpue dyuyne honours to a 
mo:tall creature, alſo to an harlot 
and common ſpnner:what vncon- 
ſtancy was in hym, whiche calleth 
that a creature vnperfyt, to whom 
he dyd ſolemne ſacrifice, ſange de⸗ 
uoute hymnes, and okten tymes 
kneled! To blaſpheme ſo his god⸗ 
deſſe, ought not this great philo⸗ 
ſopher be foule aſhamed: woher⸗ 
koꝛe Caninius by myne aduiſe, do 
pe not leane moꝛe to his authozite, 
than vnto truthe, vertue, and ho⸗ 
neſtie, but conſider his nature in⸗ 
clyned to malyce, his fonde errout 
and vayne curioſite, and that whi⸗ 
che pe diſpꝛayſe in women, appa⸗ 
rante inconſtancy. CANINI, Ye 
haue a great —_— to Plato J 
perceyue veryly: but wyl ye deny, 
that a woman is of her nature vn⸗ 

perfecter 
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perfecte? C AN Dl. pematy wpll 
J. fo wherin do pou note her to be 
vnperfytee Is it iu the ſoule oz in 
the bodye e AN l. In bothe ot 
them trewely, foz they be weaker 
than men, and haue they: fleſſhe 
ſofter, laſſe heare on theyꝛ viſages, 


aͤnd they: voyce ſba per, and as {| 


haue redde, they haue in ſome par⸗ 
tes of thep2 bodyes, theyz boones 
fewer . Ind as concernynge the 
ſoule, they lacke Hardpnes, and in 
peryles are tumerouſe, moze dely- 
cate than inen, vnapte to paynkul⸗ 
neſſe, except they be therto conltrat 


ned, oz ſteryd by wylfullneſſe: Ind 


the wytte, that they haue, is not 
ſubſtanciall but apyſhe: neuer klo⸗ 
ry ſhynge but in vngraciouſeneſſe, 
oꝛ in trymmynge them ſelfes with 
pꝛaty deuyſes, oz excuſynge theyʒ 
faultes with vnſtudyed anſweres, 

| 9; 
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02 in pꝛaty mockes 02 ſcomeful da- 
Iyaunce,oz to inuent miſchieues to 
ſaciate theyz malice. Jn other thin⸗ 
ges it is vnapt vnto knowlege, ex⸗ 
cepte one oꝛ two, which J haue red 
of, who in Rome hath pleaded as 
Ozatours. But that is not to be 
maruapled at, ſens they beinge in⸗ 
ſtructed in eloquence, theyꝛ dome⸗ 
ſticall exerciſe, I wyll not ſay chy⸗ 
dynge, maketh them bolde to con- 
tende in pleadynge. In the partes 
ok wiſedome and ciuile policy, they 
be kounden vnapte, and to haue li⸗ 
tell capacitie. But they: moſte vn- 
perfection is they? inconſtancye, 
whiche pꝛocedeth of they ſayd na⸗ 
turall debilitie. Foz where as the 
affection of moche dꝛeade oz moch 
loue aboundeth, ſtabilitie lacketh, 
and wytte lyttell pꝛeuayleth. Con⸗ 


trary to this J dare wel ſay, ve can 
make 
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make none euaſion. CAN, yes, 
and dyſpꝛoue all your malyciouſe 
concluſton, But {| pzaye you Ca⸗ 
nimus, let me alke you a queſtion. 
be all the bookes of pour mayſter 
Ariſtotel of cqual authoutie? c A. 
ve that be they beryly. CAN. 
the inſtytution ok houſeholde ke⸗ 
pynge, called Oecononicg, Ariſtotel 
wꝛyteth in this wiſe. The compa⸗ 
ny moſte accozdynge to nature, is 
that whiche is oꝛdeyned of manne 
and womã, which was conſtitute, 
not to the intente onely to bzynge 
foꝛth their ſemblable as other bea⸗ 
ſtes ꝑticipatours of nature x with 
out reaſon, but foz loue ſpecially, 
t mutual aſſyſtence, Ind he ſayth 
alſo in the ſame boke, and not far 
from thenſe. This company is not 
bycauſe that eche of them hath in 


euery thynge and the ſame al their 
| vertues 


In 
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bert ues lyke pzofytable, but ſome 
ok theyz vertues ſeme to be contra⸗ 
ry one to an other, and pet in con; 
cluſton they agree to one purpoſe, 
fo: nature made man moꝛe ſtrong 
and couragiouſe, the woman moze 


weake fearefull and ſcrupulouſe, 


to the intente that ſhe foz her feble⸗ 
neſſe ſhulde be moze circumlpccte, 
the man koz his ſtrengthe moche 
moꝛe aduenturouſe. Be not thele 
the wozdcs of your maiſter e howe 
ſaye pou: CA NI, Tohere ye ſaye 
truthe J wyl not deny pou. it is of 


his ſentence the very pythe and cf= 


fect. fo he wꝛate in greke pe know 
well ynough. wherfoze they be not 
in the ſame woꝛdes as pe do ſpeke 
them, CAN, It maketh no mat⸗ 
ter it I do truely interpꝛete them. 
But nowe to our purpoſe. Is per- 


kection and vnperkection in 1 
ges, 
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ges, any thyngeelles, than abun⸗ 
daunce and lacke of chat, whiche 
is expedient to the ende whervnto 
nature hath oꝛdeyned them? CA. 
Hape in goed ſothe, foz Ithynke 
that a true difinition, C A N. But 


let me ſee, where J called it abun- 


daunce, I mought better haue na⸗ 
med it ſufficience, foꝛ abundaunce 
dothe pꝛoperly ſignifie moze than 
is neceſſarye. Duffictence deſcry⸗ 
ueth the thyng with boundes and 
limittes, the exceſſe wherof is cal⸗ 
led ſ uperfluitie, and the lacke may 
be named neceſſitie. CANI, Jn 
kaythe ye be to curiouſe. Perdy the 
wozde neyther made noz marred 
any thynge of our purpoſe, foz a⸗ 
bundaunce and ſuffictence is com: 
monly taken fo: one thyng. CAN. 
pe and that hath ſubuerted the 03- 
der of al thynge, fo; truely _— 
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bled in theyꝛ pꝛoper ſignification, 
do bꝛynge thinges to a playne vn⸗ 
derſtandynge. And where they be 
moche abuſed and wꝛeſted frome 
thep: trewe meanynge, they cauſe 
ſondꝛy crrours and perpetual con⸗ 
tention. But let vs nowe retourne 


do aur queſtion. Klaye is a kynde 
ok erthe ſofte and clamp, and foz 


thoſe qualytics ſerueth to make 
walles fo: houſes, and to that ende 
hath his perfection : Althoughe a 
ſtone be a matter harde and conſo⸗ 


lidate, and ſerueth alſo foz wallcs, 


and maketh them ſtrõger to ſerue 
fo: municion. The hoꝛſe hath mo⸗ 
che ſtrengthe, and therfoze is apt 

fo: iourneys d burdens: the ſhep 

is feble and fearefull, ⁊ maàye ther⸗ 
foꝛe ea ſely be ſhozne. And yet eche 
of thele in his kynde hath his per⸗ 
fections, To men nature hath gy⸗ 


yen 


—_ 
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uen puiſſaunce in membzes, bzaus 
nes hard and conſolidate, the ſkyn 
thicke, perchancemo bones as ye 
ſap, to ſuſteyne outwarde labours: 
And to ſeme the moze terrible, mo⸗ 


che heare on they; viſage, To wo⸗ 


men ſhe hath gyuen the contrary 2: 
to thende and intente whiche pour 
maiſter reherſed, that her debilpte 
ſhuld make her moze circumſpect, 
in the kepynge (ſayth he) at home 
ſuche thynges as her huſbande, 
by his puiſſaunce hath gotten, foz 
thoſe woꝛdes allo he added to the, 
whiche are befoꝛe ſpoken. Js not 
that a company accozdpnge-to na- 
ture, where the one dylygentelye 
kepeth that, whiche the other by la 
bour pzeparetizzfoz what pꝛokiteth 


tit to pꝛepare, where ſaulfe kepinge 


lackethe In pzeparynge is labour 


and 


Settyng: 
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and commodytte, and therfoze to 
ſpeke indifferently,it deſerueth mo 
che moze pꝛayſe than the geatinge. 
But nowe tel me one thyng. wher⸗ 
in ſuppoſc you dothe a man excell 
all other creatures? is it in great⸗ 
neſſe oz puiſſance of body: C A Ni. 
No verply. C AN. Than wherin 
ſuppoſe pee c ANI. In that that 
his ſoule is adourned with reaſon. 
CAN, Stop there I pꝛaye pou a 
Iyttell ſeaſon, what call pe reaſon? 
CA NI, Why be pe nowe to lerne, 
what thynge is reaſonz CAN. Ye 
by my holy dome. And this is the 
cauſe, foz many men lcane to their 
ſynguler opinion, iudgyng al that 
is contratp, to ſtande with no rea⸗ 
ſon. wherfoze pꝛay you make me 
therofa true definition. C A NI. J 
wyll to content with pour fantaſy, 
although that pe cã do it J _— g 
we 
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0 well moche better than J. Reaſon meaton 
0 is the pꝛincipall parte of the ſoule 
- diuine and immoztal, wherby man 
P dothe diſcerne good from yll. this 
ll thyng whyles it diſcerneth oz ſeue⸗ 
p kketh the one krome the other, it is 
J. called Diſcretion: whan it taketh Difreet 
n the one and leaueth the other, it is n 
Il named Election, iugement of ſome 
I. men. The exerciſe therof is called 
a P2udence,of ſome Circumſpectis, Piven 
7 And pet is euerich of thele thinges cox. 
e, nothyng but reaſon, whiche to mã 
le is ſo pꝛopꝛe, that lackinge it, he lo⸗ 
Je ſeth hrs denomination. CAN. In 
ir good faith ye haue made of reaſon 
at a tyght good deſcriptiõ. And now 
p J perceyue that the thynge, wher- 
by man excelleth all other creatu⸗ 
res, is reaſon onely. Cc ANIN1., Ye 
veryly. canD1. What thynke 
you, is reaſon onely in men? is tf 
D. ii. not 
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not alſo in womenne ſuppoſe youre - 
CA, pes, that is it natutallpe, foz 
| the woꝛde Man, whiche J named, 
| includeth as well woman as man, 
whan it is wꝛitten 02 ſpoken ſo ge- 
nerallye, C AN. Jam glad that 

A haue founde you ſo reaſonable 
in talkynge of Reaſon. But what 
weeee, ſape pou by ſharpeneſſe of wytte, 
doth it not betwene man and beaſt 
make lyke dyuerſitie⸗ ca ni. No 
ſuerly. foz wytte is of the parte of 
manne that is moꝛtall, and that is 
founden by dayly cxperyence. Foz 
where the vapours in the body be 
5 pure and ſuttell, whiche do aſcend 
into the bꝛayne, the wyt becometh 

ſharpe and delpcate: Ind where 

they be groſſe ponderouſe and ſmo 

kp, the wytte is dull and nothynge 
pleaſant, Ind therfoze phiſicions 

haue ctpericced by clarifying and 
tempe⸗ 
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teperating the coꝛpoꝛal humours, 


to coꝛrecte the wytte, whiche is ey⸗ 


ther with groſſe matter oppꝛeſſed, 
oꝛ with aduſt vapours ſmouldzed 
oꝛ choked. But reaſon mought ne⸗ 
uer be bzought into abcaſte, whi⸗ 
che by nature lacketh it. And pet in 
dyuerſe of them haue bene percey⸗ 
ued ſoo ſuttill wyttes, that therin 
mẽ haue ſemed to be of them vam⸗ 
quiched. ca N Dl. Ithynke it to 
be true that ve ſay. Than in whom 
reaſon moſte dothe appere, ye wpll 
affy:me, dothe moſte excell a beaſt 
in his nature. c A N1. ve mayſter 
Candidus, that maye ye be ſure, 
CANDID vs. Ind pe were agre⸗ 
ed while ere, that to kepe diligent⸗ 


y that whiche is gotten, is woꝛthy 


moꝛe pꝛayſe than in the gettynge. 
be bb che = there cometh moze 
cte  keppnge. CANDL 
D. ii And 
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And fo ye conclude, that the power 
ok reaſon is moze in the pzudente 
and diligent kepynge, than in the 
Valiaunt oz politike geatyng: nd 
that Diſcretion, Election, Pꝛu⸗ 
dence. whiche is all and in euerye 
parte reaſon, doo excell ſtrengthe, 
wytte, and hardineſſe: Ind conſe- 
quentely they, in whome be thoſe 
bertues , in that that they haue 
them, do excell in iuſte eſtimation 
chem that be ſtronge, hardy, oz po⸗ 
litike in geattynge of any thynge. 
C A. ve haue well gathered to ge⸗ 
ther all that concluſion. c AN Dl. 
Beholde Caninius, where pe be 
nowe: vc haue ſoo moche extolled 
reaſon, that in the reſpecte therof 
bodely ſtrength remayneth as no⸗ 
thynge: fo as moch as the coꝛpo⸗ 
rall powers with powers of the 
ſoule can make no copariſon, Ind 


ve 


good vvomen. 

pe haue not denyed, but that this 
woꝛde Mn, vnto whom reaſon per 
tepneth, doth imply in it both man 
and woman, Ind agreinge vnto 
Iriſtotels ſapinge,ye haue confir- 
med, that pzudence, whiche in ef- 
fect ts nothyng but reaſon, is moze 
aptly applied to the woman, wher⸗ 
by ſhe is moze circumſpecte in ke⸗ 
pynge, as ſtrengthe is to the man, 
that he maye be moze baliaunt in 
geattynge. Ind lyke wiſe pe haue 
pꝛeferred the pꝛudente in kepinge, 
fo2 the vtilytie therof, befoze the 
valyaàuntneſſe in geattynge: Ind 
ſemblably them whiche be pzudent 
in kepyng, befoze them that be on⸗ 
ly ſtronge and hardy in geattinge. 
Ind ſo pe haue concluded, that wo 
men, which are pꝛudent in keping. 
— — rea⸗ 
ſon, whtchebe onelye ſtronge and 
Dat valiant 
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valiaunt in geatynge. And where 
eccellency is, there is moſte perfe⸗ 
ction. Woherkoze a woman is not a 
creature vnperkyte, but as it ſee⸗ 
meth is moze perkłyte than man. 
c ANI. hy, haue pe dalyed here⸗ 
koʒe with me all this longe ſeaſon⸗ 
c AN. Suerlye I haue vſed ney⸗ 
ther dalyaunce noꝛ ſophiſtry: but 
ik peconſpder it wel, ye f1;al fynd it 
but a natural inductio, and plaine 
to al them that haue any capacitie. 
But yet haue I ſomewhat moꝛe to 
ſape to vou. Ye ſayde moze ouet 
Caninius, that the wyttes of wo⸗ 
men were apte onelp to trifils and 
ſh:ewdenes, and not to wiſedome 
and ctuile policie. wyll be plaine 
to you, J am foz2p to fpnde in your 
woꝛdes ſuche maner ok leudeneſſe, 
Icrye pou mercye, J wolde haue 
ſayde ſo moche vngentylneſſe, and 
in 


good vvomen. 
in your owne wozdes lo moche foz- 
getfulneſſe. c a, What meane ye 
therby: CAN Dl. ye haue twyſe 
graunted, that naturall reaſon is 
in women as well as in men. C A. 
ve and what then? CAN. Than 
haue womẽ allo Dilcrecto, Electi- 
on, and Pꝛudence, which do make 
that wiſedome, whiche perteyneth 
to gouernaunce, And perdy, mãa⸗ 
ny artes and neceſſarye occupati⸗ 
ons haue ben inuented by women, 
as J wyll bꝛynge nowe ſome vnto 
pour reinembꝛance. L atine letters 
were fyꝛſt founden by Nicoſtrata, 
called alſo Carmentis. The. vuu.li⸗ 
berall artes and poetry by the. ix. 
maydens called the Baſis, vohy 
was Minerua honozed foz a god⸗ 
deſſe-but bycauſe ſhe founde fy:ſte 
in Grecia, plantynge oz ſettynge 
ok trees: alſo the vſe of armour: x 
D. b. as 
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as ſome doo teftifye, ſhe inuented 
mabpnge of fo:treſſes, and many 
neceſſary and notable ſciences. Al⸗ 
ſo that the wittes of women be not 
vnapte to laudable ſtudies it ape⸗ 
reth by Diotuma and Aſpaſia two 
honeſt maydens, whiche in al par⸗ 
tes of philoſophy were ſo well ler- 
ned, that Socrates, maſter to Pla 
to, nothynge dil dapned to come to 
they: leſſons, and called Diotima 
alwaye his maſtreflc. Cleobulina, 
the doughter of Cleobulus, one of 
the ſeuen wiſe me ok Greece, wꝛate 
diffuſe and miſtpcall queſtions in 
herotcall verſis. Alſo Leontium 
a woman, erceiledal menne of her 
tyme in wyſedome and eloquence, 
in ſo moche as ſhe wzate agapnlte 
Theophꝛaſt, the moſt eloquent dil 
ciple of Ariſtotel, in womennes de⸗ 
kence, whicheboke if it nowe had 
* *cemapz 


—— 
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remapned, ſhuld haue ben ſufficy- 


ent to haue put you to ſilence, It 
the lernynge and wyſedome of the 
lady Caſſandra, doughter to king 
P2tamus, had ben regarded moze 


than the counſapl of klatterers, the 


citie of Troye and kyngedome of 


Frigia, hadde lenger temapned, 


And Pꝛiamus with his noble ſuc⸗ 
ceſſion hadde many yercs rayned. 
Beholde our pꝛogenitours the an⸗ 
cient Romayns in al extreme dan⸗ 
gers, whan other counſaple vtter⸗ 
ly fayled, dyd not they reſozt to the 
bokes of Sibylla Cumana called 
alſo Imalthea's purſuing her ad⸗ 
uiſe, which ſhe had there declared, 
dyd thep not eſcape the perils wht- 
che thanne were imminente⸗Hun⸗ 
dꝛedes of ſuche women are in ſto⸗ 
ryes remembzed, but foz ſpede of 


tyme J wyll paſſe them ouer, (ens 


- _ 
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Itruſt that theſe be ſullyciente to 
| pꝛoue, that the hole kynde of wo⸗ 
"0 men, be not vnapt vnto wiſedome 
as ye haue ſuppolcd. As concer⸗ 
| nynge ſtrength and valyante cou⸗ 
rage, whiche pe ſurmiſe to lacke in 
them, J could make to you no lefle 
replication, and by old ſtozies and 
late experyence, pꝛoue, that in ar⸗ 
mes women haue ben found of no 
lyttell reputation, but Þ wyl omit 
that fo: this tyme, fo; as moche as 
to the moze parte of wple menne it 
ſhal not ſound moch to they: com⸗ 
mendation : Sauynge that we 
nowe haue one erample amonge 
vs, as well of foztitude as of all o⸗ 
ther bertues, whiche in myne opi⸗ 
nion, ſhall not be inconueniente, to 
haue at this tyme declared, and ſo 
of this matter to make a concluſi⸗ 


on. CANINL And I haue myne 
cares 


good vvomen. 
beſt matter is euer good to be ſpa⸗ 
red, vntyl the tale be almoſte at an 
ende. and than ſal the herers with 
the length therok be lytel offended, 
Spꝛ there dwelleth here by me a la 
dy, late a greate queene and wyfe 


to Odenatus kynge of Palmyzy, 


whiche is a citie and countrepe in 
Surry, her name is Zenobia: ſhe 
haty had of our hoſt victozy twile, 
and nowe late was taken pꝛiloner 
by Furchan the emperour, all be it 
fo her nobylitye vertue and cou- 
rage, ſhe was pardoned ofherlife, 
and a fayze houſe is appoynted to 
her in this village. ſhe is well ler⸗ 
ned in greke, and doth competent⸗ 
ly vnderſtand latine, but excellent⸗ 
ly the Egiptian language. She 
her ſelfe techeth her chyldzen good 


letters, and beinge nowe vacante 
krom 
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krome other buſpneſſe, wꝛyteth as 
they ſaye of Alexandzia and the o⸗ 
rient eloquent ſtozies, J haue bo⸗ 
den her to ſupper, it wyll not nowe 
be longe 02 the come hyther. And 
whan pe doo here her, J dare well 
ſape, pe wyll be chaunged krome 
pour opinion, and con feſſe, that in 
womenne is bothe courage, con⸗ 
ſtance, and reaſon, CANINIVS, 
But J p2ay you of this matter ſay 
to her nothynge. CAN Dl. Ih,F 
ſee well pe be loth to come to a re⸗ 
kenynge. C hus do they all that be 
of pour faſcion, In wyſe womens 
abſence ſpeke repzochefullpe, and 
whan they be pꝛeſent, flatter them 
pleſauntlp. But lo where ſhe com⸗ 
meth, let vs mete with her. Tour 
ladyſhyp is very hartely welcome. 
Z ENO. Te haue cauſed me to do, 


that J haue vſed verye ſeldome. 
Can⸗ 


PFC 


dyſhyp . foz I thinke the ſame, but 
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CAN Dl. what is that madame: 
2 ENO. To be out ot myne owne 
houſe at this tyme of the nyghte. 
CAN, Ithanke therfoꝛe pour la⸗ 


I wyll pꝛomyſe you, nothyng ſhal 


come to pour herpnge oz ſyghte, 
but that bothe to here and ſee mes 


ſtand with your wozſhyp, 2 ENO. 
(That J hartely pzaye pou, foz the 
remembzance of mp pꝛincely aſtate 
mape not ſuſtepne wozdes of dil⸗ 
honeſty. Ind bycauſe Jam nowe 
as a pꝛuate perſonne, J keare the 
common ſucceſſe of famplparitie. 
CAN, Yohat is that madame 
pꝛaye pou hartely, 2 ENO. Fo; 


dꝛede infamp, J tell you plapnely, 
moꝛe than euer Jdidde the loſſe of 
my lyberty. C A N. Ao ſuch thyng 
ſhall happen madame J pꝛomyſe 
pou trewely, foʒ here pe ſhal 9 
| n 
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noo men but of honeſte condition. 
2 ENO BIA. Yetſome in deuiſing 
with ladies, reiopſynge to be ther⸗ 
foze hadde in a certapne ſuſpition, 
wyll by the way of dalyaunce con⸗ 
uey from them ſome thynge, whi- 
che beinge ſhewed, do ingender in 
the beholders ſome diſhoneſt opy⸗ 
nion. Dyuerſe be not aſhamed, to 
make theyꝛ aduant, that they haue 
recepued, whiche of her that they 
ſpeke of, was neuer ones pꝛokered. 
Theſe thynges maſter Candidus 
haut made me afrayde, to come to 
ſuppers and bankettes. C ANI. 

Matythat is well ſapde. And pet 

ſome tyme ſuche thinges haue ben 
ſene offered. CAN D l. Perchance 
of ſome ponge maydens which did 
it of courteſy, yet moch mozehaue 
ben aſked that haue ben denayed. 


Fhaue knowen it my ſelfe, J pꝛo⸗ 
myle 


? good yyomen. 
myſe you kaythtully. zEN 0 B1A; 
(Truely I lyke not ſuche maner of 
koly, I haue ben bꝛought vp in o- 
ther ſtudy. c AND Il. I pꝛape po Ki 
madame, let me aſke you a queſt 4 
on: but fy:ſte pleaſeth it you to (yt 
. downeand reſte pou⸗ foz J trowe 
pour ſupper is not pet redye, 2 E. 
Nowe what is pour demaunde, 
ſpeke on hardilyr c a N. Of what 
age was pour ladiſhyp, whan firſt 
pe were maried?: 2 ENO. Twen⸗ 
ty peres and aboue. c AND I. It 
was great pitie, that pe ſoo longe 
taryed. 1 ENO. But it was the 
moe fo2 my commodptik. fog J 
knewe the better what longed to 
my duetp. CAN Dl. Your duety 
madame, what meane ye therbp,, ..-- - 
ZENOBIA., Foz by m ſtudye in a 
moꝛal philoſophy, wherin J ſpent 
the peres betwen ſyxtene and twen 
E ty,J 
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ty, Jperceyned, that without pꝛu⸗ 


dence and coſtancy, womẽ mought 
be bzoughte lyghtely into errour a 
koly, and made therfoze bninete foz 
that companye , whervnto they 
were oꝛdeyned: J meane, to be aſ⸗ 
ſiſtence # comtoꝛt to man thʒough 
theyz fidelitie, whiche other beſtes 
are not excepte they be by the fozce 
of man therto conſtrapned. J foũd 
alſo, that Juſtpce teacheth vs wo⸗ 
menne, to honour our huſ bandes 
nexte after god: which honour te⸗ 
ſteth in due obediẽce, wherby mu⸗ 
tuall loue betwyxte theym is in a 
moꝛe feruence.foꝛ vndoubtedly no 
woman hym loueth, whoſe hate oz 
diſpleaſure ſhe nothynge feareth. 
Alſo Juſtice reſtrayneth vs to doo 
any thynge, whiche is not ſemely. 


Neue. By Foꝛtitude are we ſtyll kept in a 
vertuouſe conſtancy, as wel in re⸗ 


ſiſtinge 


good vvomen. : 
ſiſting affections and wanton per⸗ 


 ſuaſton. as alſo to ſuſteyne (whan 


they do happen) affipctions pacy⸗ 
ently. But in a woman, no bertue 
is equall to Temperaunce, wher- 
by in her woꝛdes and dedes ſhe al⸗ 
wap vleth a iuſt moderation, kno⸗ 
wynge whan tyme is to ſpeke, and 
whan to kepe ſilence, whan to be 
occupyed and whan to be merye, 
And if ſhe meaſure it to the wyll of 
her huſ bande, ſhe dothe the moze 
wyſely: except it may tourne them 
bothe to loſſe 02 dyſhoneſtye. pet 
than ſhuld ſhe ſeme rather to giue 
him wiſe counſaile, than to appere 
diſſobedient oz ſturdy. In euery of 
theſe thynges conſiſted my duety, 
whiche J ſhulde not ſoo well haue 
kno wen, if to my hul bande J had 
ſoner be wedded. c AN i. In dede 
pe had ben paſte lernynge therof, 

| | E. ii. whan 


Il 


Teperfa 
in wome: 
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han pe ones had ben bedded. 2 E. 
In good fapth pe ſape trewely. fo 
whan J had ben out of the dzeade 
of my father (who kepte me in this 
ſtudy continuallye) and had ones 
taſted the plealaunt deuiſes, whi⸗ 
che are pzoupded foz queenes and 
other great ladyes, yemapye well 
ſuppoſe J ſhulde ſone haue loſte, 
that delectation, whiche J had in 
ſtudy. CAN, Te ſaye euen truthe 
by the fapthe of my body. but ma⸗ 
dame, after that ye were marped, 
what pꝛofite was to pou, the know 
lege ok letters 2 ENO. Moche, 
mapſter Candidus J pꝛomyſe you 
veryly. fo: dutynge the lyfe of my 
noble huſband of famouſe memo⸗ 
ty, I was neuer harde oz ſene, ſay 
02 do any thynge, whiche mought 
not contente hym, oꝛ omytte. any 
thynge, whiche ſhulde delite lache 

luc 
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E. ſuch circumſpection, good lerning 
'03 minyſtred vnto me, chat in hun⸗ 

tynge and other paſtymes, J re⸗ 
18 tapned alway ſuche grauitie, that 
es of any dyſſolute appetyte, none 
i⸗ toulde conceyue of me any ſuſpici⸗ 
ad on: and yet my lernynge was had 
ll of none honeſte man in any dery⸗ 
te, ſyon. But after the deathe of my 
in huſ bande, J founde of lernynge a 
he meruaylouſe treaſure. Foz whan 

: Fcon(pdered the ſtate of thpnges, 
d, whiche thanne hapned to gether, 
w what daunger was ts the realme 
e, immpnente fo2 lacke of a gouer⸗ 
WU nour, and that my chyldzen foz 
w theyꝛ tender youthe, ſhulde be lyt⸗ 

p tell regarded, and J beingea wo⸗ 
IP man, ſhoulde nothynge be feared, 
jt Alſo what tutours my chyldꝛen 
* ſhulde haue, it was verpe vnter⸗ 
t, tayne, Ambicion alway raigninge 

I E. ui. in 
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in euery countrey, whiche can not 
adly ſuffer in any one perſonne 
uche maner of (ouerapntie, that 
vnder the name of pꝛotection, he 
Qulde haue in ſubiection all the 
nobilitie. Ind althoughe that ſu⸗ 
che one mought happen to be, vet 
hauynge in remembꝛaunce as wel 

auncient hiſtones as late eraum- 

ples, I dzadde, leſte in ſoo greatte 
Imbirion. allthozitie Imbition and Juarice 
buerce. mought cauſe men to foꝛget they? 
obedience truſte and fydelytie. 
conſidered alſo, that the realme of 
Palmpzy, was enuironed with en⸗ 
nempes. foz on the one ſyde was 
the hoſte of the Romaynes, which 
alwayeawapyted to fynde opoztu- 
nitie, to inuade my realme, and to 
ſubdue it vnder their Empire. The 
theues ol Traby were on the other 
ſyde, whiche all redye were * 
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the marches,and ſpoyled the coun⸗ 


trey. The kynge of Media, to be 
diſcharged of his trybute, ioyned 
with our ennemyes, wpllynge to 
bꝛynge my realme in perpetuall 
captiuitie. Was it any meruaple, 

it all theſe thynges dyd ercedyng= 
ly trouble me: C A N. But fynal- 
ly madame, what remedye kounde 
ye? Z ENO. After that hadde a 
lyttell bethoughte me, J determp= 
ned to pꝛepate remedies quickelp, 
and to ſuſtepne foꝛtune at al times 
pacientlp. Ind to the intente that 
the name of a woman, ſhulde not 
amonge the people be had in con⸗ 

tempt, J vled lo my pꝛocedynges. 

— mought be lapd, 
to be done womanly. Woherfoꝛe J 
ſate alwap abꝛode amonge my no⸗ 
bles and counſaylours, and ſayde 


ne ſo that it ſeemed to 
nen _— E. ii tt, 


them 
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' theymall, that it ſtode with good 
reaſon, I came often tines among 
the people, and remembzed vnta 
them, the libertie and honour whi⸗ 
che they had receyued by the excel- 
let pꝛoweſſe ot my noble huſband, 
ſhewynge to theym my chyldzen, 
whiche foz tender age thanne were 
but feble, exhoztynge theym with 
ſondꝛy oꝛations to reteine they? fi- 
delitie. Þ viſited al the hole realme 
and the marchcs, reedikied foztrel= 
ſys, and newe made alſo ſondzye 
municions. Moꝛe ouer, J cauled 
good lawes to be publyſhed, obſet 
upnge thein kyꝛſte in myne owne 
houleholde, and cauſed them in 4 
other places to be well executed. F- 
made Juſtice chiefe ruler of myne 
affection, and in all conſultations 
wolde J be pꝛeſent, where J herde 
gl other lpehe fyalte, that I * 
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not be ignoꝛant: and than ſhewed 
myne aduiſe, wherin J ſemed, not 
to be negligente. Touchynge my 
feruauntes J vſed ſuch a dilygent 
fcrutiny,that they were alway per⸗ 
fonnes of ſynguler honeſtye. By 
this maner induſtry J quietly go 
uuerued the realme of -Palmpzye, 
And alſo added moche moze to 
myne Empire, not ſoo moche by 
fozce, as by renoume of iuſte and 
politike gouernaunce, whiche all 
men had in ſuche admpꝛation, that 
dyuerſe of our (aid ennemies, whiz 
che agaynſte the realme erſte dyd 
conſpyze, and had inuaded my iu⸗ 
ris dyetion, chaſe rather to leaue 
thepz hoſtilitie, and to remayne in 
our ſubiection than to retourne to 


wyſedome and polycy J attapned 
by the ſtudy of nobje huber 
9 2 = au0 
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Alſo therby J acquired ſuch mag⸗ 
nanimitie, that nowe J kepe in as 
ſtrayt ſubiectton al affections and 
paſſions , as the Komapnes doo 
nowe me and mp chyldꝛen. Al this 
conſidered, my ſtudye was to me 
_ — — —— bycauſe 
o longe 02 | weremaryed, 
voherfoꝛe I map conclude that 
had well — c AN. re haue 
ſapde very well by the faythof my 
body. And all that ye haue ſpoken 
Jhauebefoze hard as wel of pour 
frendes as of pour ennemies con- 
kelſed. Howe ſaye you Canmnius. 
de you any thynge chaunged in 
pout opinion CAN. I wolde 
neuer haue loked fo: ſuche a con⸗ 
tluſion, I ſee well inoughe, that 
women beinge well and vertuouſ- 
ly bꝛought vp, do not . with 
men participate in — 
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alſo in fidelitie and conſtauncie be 
equall vnto them. CANDID. S; 


Madame, your ſupper is redye, 


may it lpke you to enter in toward 
it. ZE, With ryght good wil: but 
pet if this gentylman hath aught 
to ſape agaynſte women, J am not 
vnpꝛouided fo; to defende them. 

CANI, Noo madame, J amby 


your ladyſhyp all redy ſatiſfied he 


is wyſe that with reaſon is ſhozte- 
ly contented. Ind where Reaſon 


ſerueth not, ſplence is pzayſed. 


ZENOBIA, ret a good mynde, 
in ſylence, is euer well occupyed, 
CAN DID VS. Ind he that thyn⸗ 
keth well, and ſpeketh treuthe is 
moſte to be loued. Madame J wil 
leade you the waye into my houſe, 
ZENOBIA, With good wpll J 
folowe you. c ANI. Che conclu⸗ 


ſion is good, where bothe _ 
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